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UK GRIPPED BY CRAIG FEVER AS NME’S TERM WARFARE TOUR 
IKICKS OFF TO SCENES OF HYSTERICAL FAINTING FANS 


he Vines opened their 

biggest UK tour to date 

in style on Thursday 
(October 24), playing 
Birmingham Academy as part of 
the NME-sponsored Term Warfare 
series of shows. 

Craig Nicholls and his band 
played their biggest ever UK 
headline show in front of more 
than 2,000 screaming fans. Even 
halfway through the 15-song set, 
which included two brand new 
tunes, touts were offering 
tickets outside the sell-out gig 
for upwards of £40, 


| FULL SETLIST 


Meanwhile, onstage Nicholls 
seemed in relatively restrained 
and spaced-out mood, despite an 
atmosphere of general hysteria 
which saw several female fans 
carried out after fainting beside 
the stage crash barriers. Sporting 
longer hair than usual and a 
vintage black-and-gold T-shirt 
advertising fellow Oz-rock legends 
Men At Work, Craig barely 
mumbled to the crowd all night. - 

Even when a shoe was tossed 
onstage and became tangled in 
the neck of his guitar, he carried 
on regardless. 


~The two new songs, ‘Amnesia’ 
and ‘Evil Town’, seemed to 
fean more towards the band’s 
tuneful power-pop side than 
their breakneck grunge 
tendencies. Another new song, 
‘Fuck The World’, which has 
appeared frequently in recent 
sets closed the gig with a 
punky blast of raw power in 
vintage Stooges/ Nirvana 

vein. Craig finished the song 

in a guitar-smashing frenzy, 
finally falling flat on his face 
with most of the trashed drumkit 
on top of him. 


News reporters: Paul McNamee, Julian Marshall 


The tour continues this 
week with dates at Nottingham 
Rock City (October 30), 
Cambridge Corn Exchange 
(November 1) and Shepherds 
Bush Empire (2,3 and 4). 

All dates are now sold-out. 

Next month, The Vines head 
out on 14-date joint US tour 
with The Music. The MTV2 
Handpicked Tour - which is 
accompanied by a compilation 
CD featuring The Vines, 

The Music and The Hives — 
kicks off at Philadelphia TLA 
on November 19. 


Outtathaway: several Vines fans 


Bot carried away — literally a 
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HOWLIN PELLE ALMQVIST 


Pelle is a showman par excellence. He’s the Swedish Mick Jagger, 
the Scandinavian Iggy Pop. When he steps onstage, he never 
disappoints. Arrogant but charming, his call-and-response schtick 
(“Are you ready for The Hives? Are you ready for the greatest rock 
band in the world?”) was a call to arms for a new generation. When 
he puts that white tie around his neck, he immediately transforms 
into Howlin’ Pelle Almqvist - The Great Rock Frontman. Every twist 
of the microphone stand and stamp of the heel is perfectly timed 
and perfectly executed. He wants you to have the time of your life, 
but he also wants you to know that he’s a star. 

The coolest thing about him: His intense green eyes. 


NELLY 


Dude wears superstardom like 
he was born to it and sports 
pants slung so low, they defy 
the laws of gravity. What with 
his shit-eating grin, a style so 
laid-back it could advertise 
Lazy Boy and a voice slurred 
like honey over the dopest 
bling rhymes, Nelly’s got so 
much going for him he could 
stop all the action in a lap- 
dancing club just by walking 
in through the door. 

The head of a posse that 
rules Atlanta, GA — the HQ of 
New Hip-Hop — he’s got the 
Midas touch and no mistake. 
The coolest thing about 
him: The plaster he wears 
on his cheek on TV to let his 
bro’ in the slammer know he’s 
thinking of him. 
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Craig Nicholls is the ultimate space cadet. As you might expect from 


someone who exists entirely on a diet of Red Bull, cheeseburgers and 
marijuana, he’s subject to wild moodswings and acts of chaotic i 


abandon. What makes Craig so cool, though, is that he just doesn’t 


give a fuck what anyone thinks of him. If he wants to fling a : 
Filet-O-Fish out of a car window, he will. If he needs to rip up a row of i 
chairs and throw them at’his bandmates, consider it done. And if he | 
decides to smash up his guitar on a national TV show and run around 


the studio screaming, then that’s what’s going to happen. Craig does 2 


what he likes and there’s nothing anyone else can do about it. How | 


else do you explain the fact that he spends every waking hour 


listening to Suede, Muse and Depeche Mode? ; 


The coolest thing about him: His collection of Swervedriver T-shirts, 
including an early home-made effort. How brilliant is it that someone 
decides to make their own Swervedriver T-shirt, and how much more 


brilliant is it that they spell the name of the band wrong (Swervedriva)? | 


